These orders were given by him under the theory that
the Indians were a self governing (sic) body and that
they had the authority of such officers to use force
and arms if necessary to make their authority

recognized.
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IOY OF ORGANIZATION,

[LOCAL COHRESTONUDENCE.L

RIVERBIDE, Feb. 2~—The necx
meoting of the nowly-orgnniied
Allsslon Indian Federation, effected
here lust night by the older tribuf
Indiang, ig scheduled for March 2
hut ite deliberations will not be par
clpated In by the yYounger genora.
tion, who withdrew from the con

1934

In 1934, the traditional tribal
leaders of Southern California met in
Riverside to unify the thirty
scattered reservations of their
homeland. They formalized their
sovereignty with the Mission Indian
Federation (MIF), rejecting increased
federal dominance and interference.
From the start, they rallied to Carlos
Montezuma'’s call to disband the
federal Indian Bureau.

The Federation supported continued
control of reservation lands and
regources by traditional leaders. The
stance divided communities from the
beginning as many young people left
the organization after its founding.
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The MIF vigorously opposed the policy
of allotment in the 1920s, which would
have removed traditional, centralized
control of reservations. Forced
evictions from reservations by the MIF
police force speak to the centrality
of control within Federation politics.

COMMUNIST PROGRAM LAID
0 WOUN COMMISONER

These are the so~called captains of the Mission Indian
Federation. All of them are captains of reservations
that do not exist, never did exist, but anyway it is
promised to them that they will get the reservation
and be the rulers supreme,

ederation

Criti

the Amerl DeQpie.

When Franklin Roosevelt’s Commigsioner
of Indian Affairs, John Collier,
announced his intention to reform the
Indian Bureau instead of eliminate it
as he a promised, the MIF decided to
go national. Joined by tribal people
from throughout the United States,
they formed the American Indian
Federation in 1934.

The American Indian Federation
vigorously opposed Collier’s efforts
to tribalize reservations and create

democratic governments under the
Indian Bureau. Federationists lobbed
charges of communist infiltration at
the Bureau in congressional hearings.
This caught the attention of critics
of the Roosevelt Administration, most
notably groups on the far right. As a
result of internal conflicts and
flirtations with Nazi~-aligned groups
such as the German~-American Bund, the
MIF withdrew from the national within
two years of its founding, greatly
hampering opposition to the Bureau.
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TRIBES ASK CONGRESS
TO LET INDIANS ALON

Moves to ‘Help’ Them and

LEWISTON, Idaho, July 31 (3).—
he American Indian Federation
asked Congress today to let the In-

THE MISSIQN INDIAN FEDERATIQN AND NATIVE AMERICAN CONSERVATISM

+ trprzeklasa@gmail.com « History * UC Riverside

an empire of their own.
~Winsrnow COurQ,

1938

Indians Seek
State Rights

Mission Federation ot

in ldaho Attack

San Diego Asks Backing
of Citizenship Bill

1950

cize Collier

SAN IMEGO, Del, 25, (Ah—=Cal
Fornia Indians wizh to be placed
imiler the same polive, educatio
nd welfare conunl as other citl
sens of the Srate, the Mission 1In
{ign Federalion, meeling In von

Following the Second World War, the
Federation shifted its focus to the
California Indian Claims Case and to
the budding policy of tribal
termination. The Claims Case sought
remuneration for lands stolen from
California Indians by settlers and the
government. While the cases eventually
brought a pair of settlements, the
payouts to California Indians were
insignificant.

Appealing to the conservative post-war
drive to reduce the size of the
federal government, the Federation
lobbied to free its members from
wardship through termination. The
policy of termination quickly lost
favor in the region, however, as it
meant widespread disenfranchisement
for most tribal members. It promised a
large payoff for those who controlled
regervation lands and assets, however,
Thus, the Mission Indian Federation
lost favor and faded in the 1970s.

If the treaties had been carried out,

the Indians

would have been educated as the white children were,
and many of them would now be educated doctors,

lawyers, and professional men instead of poor beggars

in the hills.
~Adam Castillo,

1932

Juaneno Tribe Spokesman Will Atl’empf-
to Insert Plank in Republican Platform

1970s
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